
ORDINANCE NO. 1512 

AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF DES MOINES, WASHINGTON 

relating to the Des Moines Traffic Code, authorizing the use of 

automated speed enforcement cameras, adding a new chapter to 

Title 10 DMMC, establishing a penalty, and codifying a new 

chapter in Title 10 DMMC. 

WHEREAS, pursuant to chapter 10.04 DMMC, the City adopted 

by reference the State's Model Traffic Ordinance which 

authorizes issuance of citations for school zone speed 

violations, and 

WHEREAS, a speed study was conducted for certain school 

zones in Des Moines and the results indicated a significant 

number of violations of the posted speed limit, and 

WHEREAS, RCW 4 6. 63. 170 authorizes the use 

speed enforcement cameras to detect violations in 

upon passage of a local ordinance authorizing the 

automated cameras, and 

of automated 

school zones 

use of said 

WHEREAS, the 

enforcement 

consistent 

therefore, 

cameras 

with the 

City desires to 

to detect school 

authority granted 

use automated speed 

speed zone violations 

in RCW 46.63.170; now 

THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF DES MOINES ORDAINS AS FOLLOWS: 

Sec. 1. A new chapter is added to Title 10 DMMC 

entitled "Automated Speed Enforcement", to read as follows: 

(1) Definitions.

(a) Use of words and phrases. As used in this 

ordinance, unless the context or subject matter clearly requires 

otherwise, the words or phrase defined in this section shall 

have the indicated meaning. 

(b) "Automated speed enforcement camera" means a

device that uses a vehicle sensor installed to work in 

conjunction with a speed measuring device, and a camera 

synchronized to automatically record one or more sequenced 

photographs, microphotographs, or electronic images of the rear 

of a motor vehicle whenever a vehicle exceeds a speed limit in a 

school speed zone as detected by a speed measuring device. 

(2) Authorized use.

(a) Consistent with the authority granted in RCW

46.63.170, City law enforcement officers and persons 

commissioned by the Chief of Police are authorized to use 

automated speed enforcement cameras and related automated 

systems only to detect and record the image of school speed zone 

violations. 

(b) Use of automated speed enforcement cameras is

limited to taking pictures of the vehicle and vehicle license 

plate only, and only while an infraction is occurring. Pictures 

may not reveal the face of the driver or of passengers in the 

vehicle. 












